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Premier to feel himself excluded and to be asked to serve
under Lord Hartington. His negative was categorical;
and Hartington returned to Windsor, taking the amiable
Granville with him.
Theiraudienceswerenotenlivening. Theunpleasant news
of Mr. Gladstone's refusal to serve as a subordinate was
duly intimated by Lord Hartington, who added that the
public seemed to view his conduct in a more favourable
light than the Queen, and that she had better send for
him. This time she was more resigned, condoled with
Hartington on his own deposition from the leadership,
and asked him to assist her by controlling the new
Prime Minister. The one bright spot was that Lord
Hartington had heard that Mr. Gladstone's health was
failing. Granville was sadly fluttered, kissed her hand
twice, and said he feared that he had lost some of her
confidence, adding by way of encouragement that he did
not think Mr. Gladstone would be able to go on for long.
Like Hartington, he was requested to assist the Queen by
controlling Mr. Gladstone. Both noblemen advised her
that it would be just as well not to begin her interview
with Mr. Gladstone by informing him that she had no
confidence in him, though Granville thought she might
say that she regretted some of his expressions and wished
facts to remain unaltered.
Then Mr. Gladstone came to Windsor. Her courtesy
was quite unbroken and, to his eye, the royal demeanour
was " natural under effort." She asked if he would form a
Government, and he answered that he would. A few names
were mentioned, and he kissed hands formally on his
appointment. Then she approached thin ice, remarking on
the importance of leaving facts unaltered. He quite
agreed, recalling how Sir Robert Peel had recognised an
Indian annexation of which he had disapproved when in
Opposition. The ice grew thinner, as she observed that she
was going to be frank and tell him how some of his ex-
pressions had caused her pain. He praised her frankness